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Four boats made the trip westward for the 

ECSC cruise over the week of the August Bank 

Holiday.  

It was a mix and match cruise in two parts. 

Poole was the destination over the Bank 

Holiday weekend and Weymouth was the 

destination for the Tuesday of the Bank 

Holiday week. 

The weather was a complicating factor. An 

otherwise benign forecast was punctuated by 

the promise of high winds and torrential rain 

on the Bank Holiday Sunday. In the event, the 

forecast was spot on but fortunately the 

weather stayed fair on Saturday and played 

ball for the rest of the cruise. 

1700 Saturday August 25th: Calypso, with 

Tom and Julia aboard, and Tarim, with Ivan 

and Denise aboard, made for the shelter of 

Arne in Poole Harbour and settled down for a 

calm night at anchor. 

Meanwhile Gina, with David and Lorraine 

aboard, made for Cobb's Quay. Since Gina's 

last visit in 2011, there has been the obstacle 

of the Twin Sails Bridge, to add to the existing 

Poole Bridge, to negotiate.  

 From 1430, Poole Bridge opens first and the 

Twin Sails Bridge opens 15 minutes later. The 

reverse sequence operates in the morning. 

Gina made the 1530 Poole Bridge opening and 

was moored in Cobb's Quay by 1615. 

 

1. Twin Sails Bridge 

1000 Sunday August 26th: Calypso and Tarim 

moved into Salterns Marina. Not a moment 

too soon; the weather deteriorated and 

stayed miserable until late afternoon. 

1900 Sunday 26th August: The crews of the 

three boats met up at the Poole quayside for 

the first get-together of the cruise. 

 

2. Get-together in Poole 

1000 Tuesday 28th August: Calypso left 

Salterns Marina first; Tarim left about an hour 

later. Gina took the 1030 bridge opening 

which had her leaving the harbour around 

1130.  

All three boats met up in the vicinity of St 

Albans Head; the trio opting for the inshore 

passage in the settled weather and the annual 

August break from firing from the Lulworth 

range. The cover picture was taken by Denise 

as Tarim and Gina drew abreast of each other. 

Calypso and Tarim headed for Weymouth and 

Gina for Portland Marina. On Wednesday, 

Panda, with Gordon aboard, joined Calypso 

and Tarim in Weymouth. 

1900 Wednesday August 29th: The crews of 

Calypso, Gina, Panda and Tarim met for a 

meal in Weymouth. 

 

3. Get-together in Weymouth 
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0500 Thursday August 30th: Calypso was the 

first of the three ECSC boats out of 

Weymouth. Gina slipped her lines and left 

Portland Marina at 0700.The early leavers 

taking the initial adverse tide in their stride to 

bank a good start towards the tidal gate 

through the Hurst Narrows. 

Panda, having opted to make the shorter 

passage to Poole, had no need for such an 

early start. 

The weather was overcast and the seas lumpy 

initially; until Anvil Point when the weather 

brightened and the sea state became smooth. 

Calypso and Tarim returned through the inner 

passage around St Albans Head. Gina opted to 

go offshore. 

Calypso, Tarim and Gina made it through the 

tidal gate with a little time to spare. Sensibly, 

Calypso chose to pick up a buoy outside 

Yarmouth and wait for the tide to turn. Tarim 

opted for two nights in Lymington. Gina chose 

to press on slowly against the tide to her 

berth in East Cowes. Her crew landing in time 

to meet the first of the crews setting out for 

the Thursday evening racing. 
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4. Moon off Arne Peninsula between Long and Round 
Islands (Julia) 

 

5. Our own little ‘harbour’ within Salterns Marina 
(Julia) 

 

6. Calypso en route (Julia) 

 

7. Calypso and Tarim in Weymouth (Julia) 

 

8. Tarim 
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